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Tobacco Free Pharmacies

Background

· Tobacco Products are highly addictive and responsible for the preventable death of 25,400 people in New York each year. 

· The United States is one of the only countries in the world that sells tobacco products in pharmacies.

· Currently 52% of all pharmacies in New York State still sell tobacco products. 
· It is a conflict of interest for pharmacies, providers of healthcare, to also profit from the sale of tobacco which is known to cause cancer, heart and pulmonary diseases.
· Selling tobacco products in pharmacies makes tobacco use seem more acceptable to children.
Resolution Initiative
The Tobacco Action Coalition of Long Island (TAC) is working with 33 other community partnerships statewide to end the sale of tobacco products in pharmacies.  A list of state and national organizations that support this initiative is on the back of this page.  TAC is now working to build local support by asking Long Island healthcare and youth agencies to sign our resolution of support.   The resolution can be modified to fit agency needs.
About Community Partnerships
The community partnerships are funded by the NYS Department of Health’s Tobacco Control Program.  We educate community leaders and the public about the dangers and social costs of tobacco; and engage local stakeholders to adopt policies that will restrict tobacco industry presence, de-normalize tobacco use, and eliminate secondhand smoke.
Additional Information

To learn more about tobacco free pharmacies, visit TobaccoFreeNYS.org and click on the Tobacco Free Stores page.  For more information about TAC or to participate in this initiative, please contact:


Nassau - Carol Meschkow at cmeschkow@alany.org or (631) 265-3848, x11

Suffolk - PJ Tedeschi at ptedeschi@alany.org or (631) 265-3848, x15
Organizations that Support

Ending the Sale of Tobacco Products in Pharmacies

American Cancer Society

American Heart Association
American Lung Association in New York

American Medical Association

American Pharmacists Association

American Public Health Association

Americans for Nonsmokers' Rights


Campaign for a Commercial Free Childhood


Central New York Alcohol and Drug Association

International Pharmaceutical Federation

National Community Pharmacists Association

Pharmacists Society of the State of New York

Physicians for a Smoke-Free Canada

United States Centers for Disease Prevention and Control

World Health Organization



Individual Statements

Harold E. Cohen, RPh, Editor-in-Chief, U.S. Pharmacist
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